
A Destination That's Worth Considering Area Drawing More Industry, Business 
[City Edition] 
Richmond Times - Dispatch - Richmond, Va. 
Author:  Sande Snead  
Date:  Jun 23, 1999 
Start Page:  S.21 
Section:  Tri-Cities PLUS 
Text Word Count:  1388 
 
SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT: TRI-CITIES TODAY - A Century of Change, 1900-1999 
 
Petersburg, Hopewell, Colonial Heights and the counties of Prince George and 
Dinwiddie might never compete with Richmond and its surrounding counties in 
Fortune 500 company headquarters, political power or cultural offerings, but the 
Tri-Cities area is becoming a destination in its own right as we head into the next 
millennium. 
 
Steadily, the Tri-Cities has made its mark on the central Virginia map drawing 
homebuyers, industry and business in ever increasing numbers. Though Colonial 
Heights is only 8 square miles, the city has a mall that draws shoppers from the 
entire region. 
 
Petersburg, with its historic homes, is attracting more and more residents who are 
willing to commute to their jobs if it means being able to buy turn-of-the-century 
houses at bargain basement prices. 
 
Hopewell continues to be the home to major industries, including AlliedSignal Inc. 
and Smurfit-Stone Container Corp., while Dinwiddie is drawing newer industries 
such as Tindall Corp., Nippon Wiper Blade USA and Chaparral Steel Co. 
 
Prince George is starting to see some interest as well, and is poised for growth in 
the near future. 
 
Petersburg rises from ashes 
 
It's hard not to drag out the old Phoenix to describe Petersburg. The mythical bird 
that rises from the ashes is a perfect metaphor for the city that has gone from top 
to bottom and is on the rise again. While the city once was the industrial and 
retail hub of Southside Virginia, that changed dramatically in 1985 with the 
closing of Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corp. and with the late 1980s opening of 
Southpark mall and other retail establishments in Colonial Heights. 
 
Brown & Williamson was a major employer in the mid-1970s with about 4,000 
workers who cranked out as many as 300 million cigarettes a day. But the 
company announced plans in 1983 to consolidate operations in its factory in 
Macon, Ga. Many consider this to be the beginning of the downward slide for 
Petersburg. 
 



About the time Petersburg began redeveloping its riverfront, a tornado blew 
through in 1993 destroying retail shops, historic properties and, for many, hope for 
revitalization of Old Towne. 
 
"Old Towne is still creeping back from the tornado," said Alan Burnthal, retail 
revitalization administrator for the city. "Old Street still houses the old storefronts, 
but new businesses have come to the area as well." 
 
The South Crater Road corridor is another area of Petersburg that many thought 
had long since enjoyed its heyday. But the opening of the long-anticipated Wal-
Mart Super Store this month might be just the boost the city needs. 
 
"That area has a lot of development potential," Burnthal said. "It could be the 
catalyst to help revitalize retail business in Petersburg. South Crater Road is just 
starting to perk." The Petersburg Regional Film Office, formed a year ago, is doing 
its part to bring the city to life on the screen. "Cherry Falls," a teen-age slasher 
flick being filmed in the area, is expected to inject $5 million in the local 
economy. 
 
Colonial Heights continues growth 
 
Colonial Heights was incorporated as a city in 1948. But it was the arrival of 
Southpark mall in 1989 that transformed it from a sleepy bedroom community to 
a booming commercial hub. The Southpark area has more than 2.27 million 
square feet of retail space occupied, said Vicki Minetree, the city's director of 
planning and community development. 
 
"You would think we'd run out of space," Minetree said, "but there are some 
pockets of land yet to be developed." 
 
Cedar Trace on Lakeview Avenue had stood for years as three lots for sale. The 
property was recently sold and will yield 59 new homes. Also, a new phase of 
Conjurer's Neck is being developed, as is The Bluffs, a new section of Dunlop 
Farms. 
 
"There is still some land available in White Bank Landing," Minetree said, "and 
there's new construction on Dunoon Court, part of the Hrouda Farm property, 
the developers of Gill's Point." 
 
Dinwiddie melds past and future 
 
While Virginia Motorsports Park in Dinwiddie draws hundreds of thousands of race 
car fans every year, Pamplin Historical Park and the National Museum of the Civil 
War Soldier are sure to draw thousands of history buffs as well. The $24 million in 
expansions and renovations to the former Pamplin Park Civil War Site include the 
Civil War Soldier museum that opened May 28. Three more $10 million building 
phases are planned. 
 



"Civil War is big business in Virginia, where more major battles were fought than 
anywhere else," said David Sheatsley, senior vice president of the Virginia Tourism 
Corp. "More than 5 million people visit a Civil War site in Virginia each year, and I 
have every reason to believe Pamplin Historical Park will serve as a driving force 
in increasing this number." 
 
Dinwiddie, the largest locality in the Tri-Cities area, stretches out over 501 square 
miles so Civil War aficionados need never know of the heavy industry, such as 
Tindall Corp., Chaparral Steel Co. and Nippon Wiper Blade USA Inc., hidden 
among the trees. 
 
"Chaparral has done for the southern half of the Tri-Cities what White Oak has 
done for the metropolitan Richmond area," said Jay Langston, regional director 
of the Appomattox Basin Industrial Development Corp. "It's so large and very 
visible that we have already had a number of spin-off businesses locate here as 
a result." 
 
Chaparral began operations last month, employing 400 people and investing 
$500 million in the region. Two companies that located nearby as a result are Air 
Products and Olympic Steel Services that combined account for a $22 million 
investment. 
 
Historic Hopewell 
 
Hopewell, which used to be known as "The Chemical Capital of the South," had 
an image problem to overcome after the discovery of Kepone, a toxic pesticide, 
in the James River. 
 
AlliedSignal Inc. is hailed as the largest employer in the area, but its name will be 
forever linked to what the New York Times called, "one of the great 
environmental disasters of the century." 
 
Allied Chemical Corp., its name at the time, produced Kepone from 1966 to 
1974. Then Life Science Products Co., run by two former Allied employees, made 
Kepone for 16 months before the plant was closed when workers were found to 
be poisoned. Investigators found the chemical in air, soil and wells when perhaps 
as much as 100,000 pounds of it ended up in the James River because workers 
had flushed waste water containing the chemicals. After finding high levels in 
fish, state officials closed the river to fishing for 13 years for an estimated loss in 
revenue of tens of millions of dollars. 
 
But Hopewell moves forward today embracing its potential for tourism, while 
acknowledging the need for industry as well. City Point has long been a draw in 
the historic district of Hopewell, and plans are now under way to improve the 
area with a marked walking route along historic sites complementing the 
National Park Service's project along the City Point waterfront. 
 



Hopewell is also enjoying some new residential development this year, including 
Cobblestone, a housing development designed for seniors. Plans call for 56 
attached home sites and 55 single-family homes on Cedar Level Road. 
 
Another development is Anchor Point, a condominium project and marina being 
built at the end of River Road. 
 
Prince George poised for growth 
 
With 266 square miles of largely undeveloped land, Prince George has perhaps 
the most potential for growth of any of the Tri-Cities localities. 
 
"I don't see any other county as far ahead in terms of being poised for 
development," said Langston, of the Appomattox Basin group. "They are ready. 
{Interstate} 295 runs through the county as does U.S. 460 and they {Prince 
George} have provided the infrastructure with water, sewer and natural gas." 
 
Construction of Metl-span, a metal fabrications company attracted to the area 
because of Chaparral Steel, is nearing completion. Also, an out-of-state 
developer bought a tract of land in Prince George and has built three 
speculative industrial buildings. 
 
"The county and really all of the Tri-Cities are ready to make the next step to a 
burgeoning, developing region," Langston said. "We've been the unknown and 
forgotten portion of the metropolitan area, but I think the next decade will show 
that we are becoming a location and we are putting ourselves on the map, 
particularly from a business standpoint." 


